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and peculiarly efficacious. Hence it was that wisdom and sound 
knowlege were successfully cultivated amongst the ancient 
Bards, and history, in a great measure, secured from those 
forgeries and corruptions, which have, in the early career of other 
nations, perverted its aim and made its utility problematical*. 
But, after all, much caution is necessary in the examination of 
this ancient system, so as, on the one hand, to divest it of the 
mythological characteristics, which have been ignorantly assigned 
to it by some, and to disentangle it, on the other, from the meta- 
physical perplexities, in which a few of its too zealous admirers 
have involved it. Yet, notwithstanding the obvious hazard of 
the task, an attempt will, hereafter, be made to investigate the 
religious and poetical nature of the Bardic Institution, as well as 
to take an historical view of its establishment in this country ; and 
to which the present account may be considered as introduc- 
tory. 



BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS. 

THE LATE REVEREND ELIEZER WILLIAMS. 

The Rev. Eliezer Williams, A.M. Vicar of Lampeter, Car- 
diganshire, and Head Master of the Licensed Grammar School in 
tiiat town, was the eldest son of the late Rev. Peter Williams of 
Carmarthen. He was born in the parish of Llandevegley in that 
county, about the year 1754, and after, having been well ground- 
ed in the rudiments of the Latin grammar under the late Rev. J. 
Williams, at that time Curate of St. Ismael's, lie was sent, when 
about eleven or twelve years of age, to the Carmarthen Free 
Grammar School, which was then ably conducted by that eminent 
classic and excellent scholar the late Rev. W. H. Barker, A. M. 
Vicar of Carmarthen. Here he soon made considerable progress 
in his studies, and was noticed by his master as a boy of very 
considerable parts and uncommon talents. He continued under 
the care of this able instructor, beloved by him and caressed by 
his schoolfellows, and frequently giving proofs of his future emi- 

* One of the most effectual means adopted, under the Bardic system, for 
preserving history in its genuine purity was the form of the Triad, upon th« 
general advantages of which a few observations were offered in the first 
Number of this publication. See also No. 6, p. 224. 
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nence, until he was of age to be removed to the University, when 
he became a member of Jesus College, in Oxford. 

While he was at school he assisted his father in the publication 
of his Annotations on the Welsh Bible, and of his Concordance, 
which was the first ever published in that language ; and the He- 
brew words and explanatory notes on the proper names in the latter 
were exclusively his own. These two books have since under- 
gone several editions, and have been of incalculable benefit to the 
natives of the Principality. About the year 1770, that distin- 
guished Welsh scholar and bard, the late Rev. Evan Evans {alias 
Prydydd Hir), author of " Specimens of Ancient Welsh Poetry" 
and various other publications, was in the habit of making fre- 
quent visits to his father, during which time Mr. Eliezer Williams 
contracted an intimate acquaintance with him, and in consequence 
cultivated a particular knowlege of his native language, to which 
he became greatly attached. About this time also his father pro- 
moted the publication of a Welsh Magazine, denominated 
" Eurgrawn Cymraeg." This was the first periodical work that 
ever appeared in that language ; it was chiefly conducted by him 
and one Evan Thomas, a Welsh poet from Montgomeryshire, then 
resident at Carmarthen. This Magazine contained, first, Brut y 
Tywysogion, or History of the Welsh Princes ; 2dly, Disserta- 
tions and Remarks on various Subjects ; 3dly, Poetry ; 4thly, 
News, foreign and domestic. The poetical department contained 
some of the compositions of Ieuan Brydydd Hir, Hugh Hughes, 
and Robert Hughes of Anglesey, John Thomas and his son 
Evan Thomas, of Montgomeryshire, Iorwerth ab Gwilim alias 
lolo Morganwg, and many others. Here also some of our 
young poet : s first effusions made their appearance ; and it seems, 
that he had acquired such a perfect knowlege of his native lan- 
guage at this time, and was so thoroughly grounded in its struo 
ture and rudiments, that, although he never resided in Wales, 
and indeed very seldom even visited the Principality from the 
time he left Oxford until he was fifty years of age, he could both 
speak and write it as correctly as when he first quitted his native 
county. 

Soon after he left Oxford, he became Assistant Master of the 
Free School at Wellingford in Berkshire, under Mr. Burges, and 
was Curate of Mongewell near that town, where the present 
venerable and amiable Bishop of Durham (Dr. Barrington, then 
Bishop of Salisbury) frequently resided, who attended his minis- 
try, and in a most friendly manner invited him frequently to his 
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house, conversed with him most familiarly on various subjects, 
and soon discovered, that he was a young man of great informa- 
tion and uncommon abilities. And, when his Lordship was exalt- 
ed to his present distinguished situation in the Church, he very 
kindly proposed to take Mr. Williams along with him, and to 
make him one of his Chaplains, a proposal which Mr. Williams 
ever afterwards regretted that he had not accepted. He had, 
however, at this time other objects in view, having an inclina- 
tion, like most young men, to see a little of the world ; and, a 
war with France having commenced, an offer was made him, 
whicli just suited his wishes, viz. that of becoming Chaplain on 
board the Cambridge man of war (Admiral Keith Stewart), and 
of being tutor to the present Earl of Galloway, then Lord Garlies. 
He accepted this appointment with pleasure, and continued some 
years at sea, and was with Lord Howe at the relief of Gibraltar, 
and on other occasions. At the request of the late Lord Galloway 
he quitted that situation, and became tutor to his Lordship's chil- 
dren at Galloway House, where he resided upwards of eight years; 
during which time he was, through the interest of his Lordship, 
presented by the Lord Chancellor Thurlow to the vicarage of 
Caio in Llansawel, in the county of Carmarthen When he was 
at Galloway House, he became acquainted with a French Refugee 
Lady (Miss Anne Adelaide Grebert, a native of Nancy in Lor- 
raine), whom he married in London about the year 1792. This 
Lady died in the year 1796, and was buried, with a fine little 
boy, in the Cannongate, Edinburgh, where Mr. Williams was 
then resident, being employed by Lord Galloway to search for 
papers, in order to make out some part of the Stewart pedigree; 
and he was so far successful in these researches, that his Lordship 
was soon afterwards, in consequence of his claim being made ap- 
parent, created an English Peer. 

In the course of a few years the subject of this brief memoir 
went to London, and became Secretary and Chaplain to an 
elderly gentleman of considerable property ; and it was here he 
became acquainted with his second wife, Jane Amelia Nugent, 
daughter of St. George Armstrong, Esq. of Drumsna, in Ireland, 
then holding a commission in the Westmoreland Militia. Unfor- 
tunately for him, this Lady had been expensively brought up, 
though without any independent fortune, and had been accus- 
tomed to indulge in fashionable gaiety and dissipation ; in con- 
sequence of which she soon involved him and his family in such 
difficulties and embarrassments, that, with all his prudence, inde- 
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fatigable exertions, and application to the drudgery of a school, 
he was never afterwards able to extricate himself. Soon after 
his last marriage, he took lodgings in Rathbone-place, Oxford- 
street, and served several Curacies in and about London, Here 
Captain and Mrs. Armstrong not only visited him frequently, 
but- continued to live with him some time ; and, in order to gratify 
their taste for amusements and dissipation, he was imprudently 
prevailed upon to plunge into all the expense of such a mode of 
life. Being at length, however, aware of his error, he retired to 
Chadwell, near Grays, in Essex, which Curacy he served for 
several years, and where two or three of his children were born. 
Yet here he was not able to retrench, or to live more economi- 
cally, owing to the thoughtless extravagance already alluded to ; 
and, as he perceived that he was involving himself in fresh diffi- 
culties, he came to the resolution of going to reside upon his 
small living of Caio, in Carmarthenshire, from which he had 
never received more than 130/., after deducting his Curate's 
salary and al! other expenses. 

About this time, 1805, the Vicarage of Lampeter, in Cardi- 
ganshire, became vacant, to which he was presented by the pre- 
sent worthy and excellent Bishop of St. David's, and here he 
continued to reside until the time of his death; and it would be 
desirable, that some of his friends in that part of the Principality 
would supply you with an account of this latter period of his life. 
It is reported, that his pupils have it in contemplation to erect a 
monument to his memory ; and it may be hoped, that this plan 
will soon be carried into execution. — A very handsome subscrip- 
tion has already been commenced for the relief of his children, 
who have been left in very distressed circumstances. 

Maridunensis. 
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PARISH OF LLAN-SILIN, IN THE COUNTY OF 
DENBIGH. 

[ Concluded. ] 

§. 9. Owain Glyndwr. — His Claim to the Principality. 
— 2. The second point to be discussed is the claim, that Owain 
Glyndwr had to the Principality of Wales, as being descended 
from its lawful and acknowjeged Princes. 



